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Why do you think it is important to know about important people in energy history?•	

Distribute the 4.	 Notable Energy Inventions worksheet and review the directions for completing the Part 1 
activity.

Direct student attention to the 5.	 What Will Fuel the Future Virtual RoadShow and access the “Energy Time-
line” feature at WhatWillFuelTheFuture.com/EnergyFun.  As a class, review and discuss the timeline con-
tent, paying specific attention to inventions from each time period.  Encourage students to record specific 
inventions that are new to them or that are of particular interest.  Remind students that they must record at 
least 1 item for each of the categories on the worksheet.

After students have recorded their notable inventions, review the directions for completing Part 2 and pro-6.	
vide them with class time to begin work on their project using the What Will Fuel the Future website, other 
internet resources and library resource materials.

When projects have been completed, each student should be allowed 2 minutes to present their project to the 7.	
class.  Post projects on a bulletin board or in a public space so people can learn more about energy history.

Extension Activities:
Write a news article that describes what happened the day this discovery was made.  Be sure to include the 1.	
5 W’s and the H in your writing.  Put the news articles together into a class newspaper focused on historic 
energy inventions.  Post the newspaper on the class or school website so others can read it.

Participate in the 2.	 What Will Fuel the Future Class Project at WhatWillFuelTheFuture.com/Classroom for 
a chance to win a RoadShow visit to your school! 

About the Author:
Lisa Prososki is an instructional design specialist who taught middle school and high school social studies, Eng-
lish, reading, and technology courses for twelve years.  Prososki has worked with many educational materials 
providers and has authored and edited numerous lesson plans and materials for various PBS programs over the 
past fifteen years.  In addition to instructional design projects, Prososki works as an online adjunct instructor, 
develops educational and training materials for corporate clients, and has authored one book. 
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Who’s Who in Energy History Game 
 

Teacher Notes and Answer Key 
 

Prepare to Use 
Cut the energy dates and events apart. 
Place all pieces in a zip top back for storage. 
 
To Play 
1.  Divide class into pairs or small groups. 
2.  Distribute one game to each pair/group. 
3.  Explain that the object of the game is to correctly pair the person with the energy 

invention they made.  Students may NOT use outside resources to assist them with 
pairing the events and dates.  They must rely on their previous study of history and 
educated guesses to form the correct pairs. 

4.  Provide 3-5 minutes for the groups to play the matching game. 
5.  Review the correct answer to the game using the answer key below. 
 
Answer Key 

 

Ben Franklin 
tied a key to a kite string in 1752 during a thunderstorm and 

proved that static electricity and lightning were the same 
thing. 

James Watt patented the modern-day steam engine in 1769. 

Samuel Morey developed an engine that ran on ethanol and turpentine in 
1826. 

Thomas Davenport invented the electric motor in 1837, an invention that is 
used in most electrical appliances today. 

Samuel Morse invented the electric telegraph, a machine that could 
send messages long distances across wires, in 1844.  

Edwin Drake 
drilled the first commercial well and hit oil and natural gas at 

69 feet below the earth's surface near Titusville, 
Pennsylvania in 1859. This milestone may be considered 

the beginning of the natural gas industry in America. 

Thomas Edison 
bought a number of patents in 1878 related to electric 

lighting and began experiments to develop a practical, long-
lasting light bulb. 

Charles F. Brush used the first large windmill to generate electricity in 
Cleveland, Ohio in 1888. 

Henry Ford produced the Model T as a flexible fuel vehicle that could 
run on ethanol, gasoline, or both in 1908. 

Frank Bridgers designed the world's first commercial office building that 
featured solar water heating in the mid 1950’s. 
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Name:          Date:    
 

Notable Energy Facts 
 

Part 1 Directions:  Below you will find several time periods listed.  As you review the 
energy timeline as a class, record energy inventions that you would be interested in 
learning more about.  You will select one of the items on this list as the topic for a 
class project.  Be sure to record at least one invention for each of the time periods 
listed. 

 
Early America (pre-history – 1630) 
 
 
 
 
Colonial and Revolutionary Times (1630 - 1815) 
 
 
 
 
Expanding Nation and Technology (1815 – 1876) 
 
 
 
 
A New Century and New Conflicts (1876 – 1945) 
 
 
 
 
Age of Technology (1945 – present day) 
 
 
 
Part 2 Directions:  Now that you’ve learned a little about energy inventions, work with a 

partner to select one of the topics listed in Part 1 and use that as the topic for your 
project.  You will learn as much as you can about that topic using the What Will Fuel 
the Future website at insert link here, other internet sources and library resource 
materials.  Your goal is to gather interesting, factual information that you can use 
to teach others about this energy invention.  Answering questions such as those 
listed below will help you create your project.   

 
     After your research is complete, create a display that teaches others about your 

energy invention.  This could be a diorama, model, poster, diagram, brochure, print 
advertisement, power point presentation, etc.  Be prepared to share your work with 
your classmates in a 1-2 minute presentation. 
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Research Questions to Answer: 
 
1. What is the invention you are researching? 
 
 
2. Who is the inventor/discoverer of this invention? 
 
 
3. When was this invention discovered/made? 
 
 
4. Where was this invention discovered/made? 

 
 
5. Why is this invention so important at the time it was first used? 
 
 
 
6. How did this invention/discovery change or improve the lives of people during the 

time period when it happened? 
 
 
 
 
7. What other inventions did this one lead people to discover or make? 
 
 
 
 
8. How do we still use this invention/discovery today? 
 
 
 
9. Are there things we would not have today if it were not for this invention/discovery? 
 
 
 
10. Other important information 




