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What will fuel our vehicles (planes, trains, automobiles, etc.)•	
 

    Give students 2-3 minutes to brainstorm about each of the two topics and record their ideas.

Have each group present their ideas to the class without duplicating what others have on their lists.  Post all 4.	
of the charts in the classroom as a reference.

Access the Virtual RoadShow “Energy Timeline” at 5.	 WhatWillFuelTheFuture.com/EnergyFun and scroll 
through the “Pre-history” and “Fossil Fuels” sections, paying special attention to events around the time 
periods used for the initial discussion (2000 BCE, 1880, current date).  Verify the validity of the ideas shared 
in the discussion.

As a class, review the “Emerging Energy Sources” content and compare it to the ideas listed in the brain-6.	
storming activity.

Distribute an 7.	 Energy for the Future worksheet to each student.  Review the directions carefully and pro-
vide students with the remaining class time to gather facts and information and begin work on their assign-
ment.  Allow students to complete the worksheet as homework.

Either place students in small groups or provide each student with 30-60 seconds to show the sign, billboard 8.	
or bumper sticker they designed.  Encourage students to explain what made them choose the emerging 
energy source they focused on for their project.  Post completed projects around the classroom for others to 
see.

Extension Activities:
Have students work in small groups and use the information from the 1.	 Energy for the Future worksheet 
as the basis for a song or rap about the emerging energy sources.  Students could be grouped according to 
similar energy sources or in groups that reflect a variety of sources.  Have students perform their song for 
classmates as a means of teaching them about emerging energy sources.

Participate in the 2.	 What Will Fuel the Future Class Project at WhatWillFuelTheFuture.com/Classroom for 
a chance to win a RoadShow visit to your school! 

About the Author:
Lisa Prososki is an instructional design specialist who taught middle school and high school social studies, Eng-
lish, reading, and technology courses for twelve years.  Prososki has worked with many educational materials 
providers and has authored and edited numerous lesson plans and materials for various PBS programs over the 
past fifteen years.  In addition to instructional design projects, Prososki works as an online adjunct instructor, 
develops educational and training materials for corporate clients, and has authored one book. 
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Energy for the Future 
 

Directions:  Using the information from class discussion along with the information 
available on the What Will Fuel the Future website at WhatWillFuelTheFuture.com, 
complete each of the activities below. 
 
1.  Select an emerging energy source to learn more information about and write that 

energy source in the space below. 
 
              
 
2.  Write a 2-3 sentence explanation of how this energy source can be used to fuel a 

home/business OR to fuel a vehicle. 
 
 
 
 
3.  List at least 3 advantages that could result from using this emerging energy source in 

home/business or as fuel source for a vehicle. 
 
 1. 
 
 2. 
 
  3. 
 
 
4.  List at least 3 disadvantages that could result from using this emerging energy 

source in home/business or as fuel source for a vehicle. 
 
 1. 
 
 2. 
 
  3. 
 
 
5.  Based on what you have learned, write 2-3 sentences that explain what you think is 

the best way to use this emerging energy source in the future.  Give reasons why 
you feel this way. 

 
 
 
 
6.  On the back of this page, design a poster, billboard or bumper sticker that will get 

people thinking about this energy source.   Include information from questions 1-5 in 
your drawing and the writing you do on your project.  




