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Some of the most important ones are:
Vehicle cost to purchase (how much money you pay for the car)•	
Ongoing vehicle operating costs (cost of fuel and maintenance)•	
Environmental costs of the vehicle (use of non-renewable resources and the production of  pol-•	
lutants/greenhouse gas emissions)

     You decide that before you can purchase a car, you need to do a little research.  

Distribute a 4.	 My First Car handout to each student.  Review the directions for completing the activity.  Al-
low students the remainder of the class time to work on the assignment.

During the next class session, ask students to explain what type of car they chose to buy and tabulate the 5.	
results on the board or overhead so the class can see the results.  Work together to calculate the percentage 
of students in the class who selected each type of vehicle and record those for all to see.

After recording class selections and percentages, use the data to draw overall conclusions about car selec-6.	
tions using questions such as:

Which car selection was most popular?  Least popular?  Give reasons why.•	
What do you think was more important to the class overall—fuel efficiency or car performance?  Why?•	
What do you think mattered more to you as a consumer group—monetary costs of the vehicle or envi-•	
ronmental costs of the vehicle?  Why?

Using the information from the 7.	 My First Car handout, have each student submit a 1-2 paragraph written 
response to the following writing prompt.

The car I chose to purchase as a _________________ vehicle, and I chose this vehicle because when I •	
did my research I learned….

 
Extension Activities:

Conduct a classroom debate about who made the best vehicle selection.  Encourage students to state their 1.	
opinions about the various types of cars and use reasons, facts and examples they collected while complet-
ing the My First Car activity to support their ideas. 

Participate in the 2.	 What Will Fuel the Future Class Project at WhatWillFuelTheFuture.com/Classroom for 
a chance to win a RoadShow visit to your school! 

About the Author:
Lisa Prososki is an instructional design specialist who taught middle school and high school social studies, Eng-
lish, reading, and technology courses for twelve years.  Prososki has worked with many educational materials 
providers and has authored and edited numerous lesson plans and materials for various PBS programs over the 
past fifteen years.  In addition to instructional design projects, Prososki works as an online adjunct instructor, 
develops educational and training materials for corporate clients, and has authored one book. 
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Name:        Date:      
 

My First Car 
 

Directions:  As you start to select a vehicle, it becomes clear to you that there are 
many factors to consider when making your choice.  Some of the most important ones 
are: 
 Vehicle cost to purchase (how much money you pay for the car) 
 Ongoing vehicle operating costs (cost of fuel and maintenance) 
 Environmental costs of the vehicle (use of non-renewable resources and the 

production of  pollutants/greenhouse gas emissions) 
 
Use resources such as the What Will Fuel the Future website at 
WhatWillFuelTheFuture.com and those listed below to complete the comparison chart 
on the next page.  Draw a star next to the type of car/fuel you think will be the best for 
your needs. 
 
U.S. Dept. of Energy 
“Fuel Economy” 
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/ 
 
Fuel Cost Calculator 
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/Feg/savemoney.shtml 
 
 
Consumer Reports 
“Greener Choices” 
http://www.greenerchoices.org/products.cfm?product=alternat&pcat=autos 
 
“What That Car Really Costs to Own” 
http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/cars/car-prices/what-that-car-really-costs-to-own-4-
08/overview/what-that-car-really-costs-to-own-ov.htm 
 
 
Popular Mechanics 
“Crunching the Numbers on Alternative Fuels” 
http://www.popularmechanics.com/science/earth/2690341.html 
 
Fuel Comparison Chart 
http://media.popularmechanics.com/documents/Fuel_of_the_Future-e852.pdf 
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Type of 
Car/Fuel 

Avg. Cost to 
Purchase 

Avg. Cost of 
1 gal. of fuel 

Avg. MPG 
 

Avg. Cost to 
Own 

Environmental 
Costs Pros Cons 

Gasoline 
 
 
 
 

      

CNG 
(Compressed 
Natural Gas) 

 
 
 
 

      

Ethanol 
 
 
 
 

      

Biodiesel 
 
 
 
 

      

Diesel 
 
 
 
 

      

Electric 
 
 
 
 

      

Hydrogen 
 
 
 
 

      

Other: 
 
 
 
 

      

 




